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BILL TOPIC: REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT DEMONSTRATE WATER CONSERVATION

Fiscal Impact Summary FY 2017-2018 FY 2018-2019

State Revenue

State Expenditures Minimal workload increase. 

Appropriation Required: None.

Future Year Impacts: Ongoing minimal workload increase. 

Note:  This bill was not enacted into law; therefore, the impacts identified in this analysis
do not take effect.

Summary of Legislation

This bill requires that applications for real estate development permits include adequate
water conservation and demand management measures to reduce water needs and prohibits local
governments from approving development permits that fail to demonstrate appropriate water
conservation and demand management measures.

Background

Currently, an applicant for a development permit must submit estimated water supply
requirements for the proposed development to the local government where the development is to
be located.  This is done through a report prepared by a registered professional engineer or water
supply expert.  If the development is to be served by a water supply entity, a letter from the entity
stating it is willing and able to provide adequate water to the proposed development may be
submitted instead.  

State Expenditures

The Colorado Water Conservation Board (CWCB) in the Department of Natural Resources
works with water providers and local governments on conservation planning.  This bill may
minimally increase CWCB workload beginning in FY 2017-18 to work with local governments to
ensure developments include adequate conservation and demand management measures.  Any
increase in workload can be accomplished within existing appropriations.  
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Local Government Impact

This bill increases local government workload beginning in FY 2017-18.  Workload is
increased to ensure that development applications include the water reduction measures required
by this bill.  Costs will increase should a local government need to hire or contract with a water
engineer to verify water service plans.  

Effective Date

This bill was postponed indefinitely by the Senate State Veterans and Military Affairs
Committee on April 24, 2017. 

State and Local Government Contacts

Counties Information Technology
Municipalities Natural Resources
Public Health and Environment

The revenue and expenditure impacts in this fiscal note represent changes from current law under the bill for each
fiscal year.  For additional information about fiscal notes, please visit:  www.leg.colorado.gov/fiscalnotes/


